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News Release

The University of Dayton

Oct. 14, 1993
Contact: Teri Rizvi
(Editor's Note: On Oct. 26, the University of Dayton, Wright State University and United
Theological Seminary will celebrate Eric Friedland's silver jubilee as the Harriet Sanders
Scholar of Judaic Studies, the only such position of its type in the world.)

JUDAIC SCHOLAR BUILDS BRIDGES
AT CATHOLIC, PROTEST ANT AND SECULAR INSTITUTIONS
DAYTON, Ohio-- Sometimes Eric Friedland catches himself driving to the wrong
school in the morning.
He's not an absent-minded college professor. For the past 25 years, he has juggled
teaching Judaic studies at the University of Dayton, United Theological Seminary and Wright
State University.
In a joint appointment that sponsors claim is the only one of its kind in the world, the
53-year-old Friedland has the task of sharing tenets of the Jewish religion with Catholic
students at the University of Dayton, United Methodist seminarians at the United Theological
Seminary and students from various faiths at the state-supported Wright State University.
Antioch College had participated in the program until the early 1980s, when it withdrew
because of financial reasons.
''I'm aware of a cooperation between Brandeis University and Holy Cross College in
the Boston area. . A Christian theologian from Holy Cross teaches at Brandeis and a Judaic
scholaf"from Brandeis teaches at Holy Cross," Friedland said. "It was initiated two or three
years ago, but we've been doing this on a larger scale for a quarter of a century. What
makes this distinct is the non-Jewish sponsorship of a program in Judaic studies. There's
nothing like it anywhere else in the world. What really paved the way was the mood
engendered by the Second Vatican Council."
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Friedland, who holds a Ph.D. and M.A. from Brandeis University and a B.A. from
Boston University, enjoys charting a path over what others see as religious chasms. Though
deaf, he is an astute listener who tunes out the cries of religious fundamentalists to hear how
the faithful from various religions can build bridges among the faiths, according to colleagues.
"He is one of a few people in Dayton who has volunteered to teach Islam to members
of the Dayton Christian Jewish Dialogue and the Christian Zionist Dialogue," said the Rev.
Bert Buby, a Marianist priest who is team-teaching a course at UD this semester with
Friedland about the origins of the rift between Judaism and Christianity.
The University of Dayton, Wright State University and the United Theological
Seminary will celebrate Friedland's 25th anniversary as the Harriet Sanders Scholar of Judaic
Studies on Tuesday, Oct. 26 with a 3 p.m. keynote address by Friedland in the Kennedy
Union Ballroom on UD's campus. It will be followed by an 8 p.m. free concert at Temple
Israel of Leonard Bernstein's music performed by musicians from the three institutions with
area synagogues and churches.
In his address, Friedland will reflect on his 25-year role in the Judaic studies program
and talk about the influence of Shemuel Hugo Bergman, a prominent Israeli philosopher, on
his teaching.
"Bergman was a committed Jew who believed for the survival of humankind there has
to be communication between religions, nationalities and disciplines," Friedland said. "The
divisiveness in the world pained him deeply. He was very much a bridge-builder, and I see
him as a role model. Whether I succeed is for others to say."
Friedland, a Boston native with relatives in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, expresses "very
guarded optimism" about last month's signing of a historic peace accord between Israel and
the Palestine Liberation Organization.
"It's going to take a lot of work over the long haul. There will be periodic setbacks,
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but we need to keep at it," Friedland said. "Already, there has been overreaction from certain
segments. God forbid that it could come to the brink of war. The trick is to maintain an
ongoing levelheadedness about certain inflammatory activities that could crop up from time to
time."
Friedland conceded that most Americans can't understand why peace is so difficult to
-more-
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achieve in the Mideast: "In our country, we take the attitude that we can lick any problem at
hand. We fail to realize that in other parts of the world certain problems are longstanding
and appear to be intractable," he said. "We need to be patient, but patience is not part of our
vocabulary."
Friedland wears a high-powered hearing aid and has no qualms about asking students
to repeat themselves if he misses a word or a phrase. "Happily, with very few exceptions, the
students are wonderfully cooperative. So are the majority of my many colleagues across the
campuses," he said. "It strikes me as an act of extraordinary daring--maybe it's really hubris
or chutzpah--that back in 1968 four schools, two of them identifiably Christian, engaged a
person classified as profoundly deaf, let alone a Jew specializing in Judaic studies."
A deeply religious man, Friedland believes there is a profound kinship among the
faiths of Jews, Christians and Moslems. "We need to recognize the affinities and differences
and applaud them," he said. "We are a single family, or as the Catholics put it, we are the
people of God."
-30For interviews, contact Eric Friedland at (513) 277-7548. Contacts are the various
institutions include Father Bert Buby, S.M., at UD at (513) 229-3286 or 223-7150; Newell
Wirt from the United Theological Seminary at (513) 275-9661; and Paul Griffin at (513)
873-2274 or David Barr from Wright State University at (513) 873-2660. Nicholas
Piediscalzi, a former professor of religion at Wright State University, can be reached at (805)
683-1261.

